PartyDown – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)


For many of our prospective clients it will be first time they have hired a live band.  The following are some of the most common questions regarding our requirements, equipment and performance.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you don’t find the answer to your query below.

What sort of venues do you play at?

PartyDown perform at a wide variety of venues - country mansions, theatres, halls, hotel function rooms, nightclubs, boats and pubs.  We are also happy to perform in marquees or outdoors if the weather allows and can play with or without a stage.

How long will you play for? 

We normally perform 3 x 1hour sets of live music during the evening generally finishing by midnight.  This is typically a first set including the first dance early in the evening followed by 2 x 1 hour sets of dance music. We can alter this to fit your requirements and can play as much or as little music as you require. 

Will you play dinner/lounge music?

We can play quiet background sounds earlier in evening, for example during dinner or receptions drinks.  By arrangement we can play earlier in the day, for example at a wedding ceremony in the afternoon then at the reception in the evening. There would be an extra charge for this, however.

Do you provide background/dancing music?

We have a wide selection of playlists on an iPod to suit all kinds of tastes for playing music before, after and between the live music if required. You are welcome to bring your own selections to be played through our sound system. 

Do you accept song requests?

We accept wedding first dance requests regardless of whether the song you would like is on our play list or not. If it’s not on our play list let us know in advance so we have time to learn it. The more notice you can give us the better. On the night we can normally accommodate any requests from guests that are from our play list.

How is the play list decided?

From experience, we know what works well at a party so we have a general idea of what we will play.  On the night we read the floor to gauge the mood of the event, altering the play list accordingly.  We are happy to incorporate requests from the floor during the course of the evening.  Our play list changes over time as we learn new material.

Can we use your equipment to make speeches?

Yes, our equipment is at your disposal throughout the event for making speeches, announcements etc. although there could be an extra charge of £75 depending on the set-up time i.e if it is much earlier then when the band are needed.

Do you charge extra for sound and lighting equipment?

No - we provide our own high quality professional sound and lighting systems and these are included in any quotation supplied for the band.

How long do you need to set up?

We need an hour to set up and sound-check comfortably. If there are any access issues to the venue we need to know in advance. 

Will you set up before the guests arrive?

For parties and weddings we would generally expect to set up a couple of hours before the performance time.  On a typical evening we might set up around 6 pm and perform between 8 pm and 12 pm.  Setting up a long time in advance of the performance time is sometimes necessary and this can be arranged with prior notification. There is usually an additional charge for this

Will it be too loud?

All of our equipment is fitted with volume controls ranging from 0 – 10 (0 – 11 in the guitarist’s case!) so we can play at whatever volume is appropriate for your event.

How much space do you need?

We can perform with or without staging, indoors or outdoors. If we are to perform on a stage, the ideal stage area we require to perform comfortably is 18ft by 12ft.  Where playing without a stage we need about 12 ft by 8 ft.  However, you’d be amazed at some of the spaces we’ve squeezed into! For outdoor performances a marquee is ideal or at least a canopy in case of wet weather. An area to store instrument cases and for the band to change is convenient but not essential.

What sort of electrical supply do you need?

We require at least two electrical sockets in the vicinity of the performance area. If playing outside and power is to be provided by a generator, please ensure that it is of sufficient rating to power the band safely without the risk of overload. The full band with all sound and lighting equipment requires power consumption of approximately 3000W, which can be safely provided by 2 standard mains wall sockets.

What is a ‘Sound Limiter’? 

A ‘sound limiter’ is a sound-sensitive device (some may say ‘over’ sensitive!), installed in a venue to make sure that certain sound decibel ratings/levels are not exceeded. It prevents the continuation of sound above the set levels by cutting off, temporarily, the electrical power source to the PA equipment emitting the sound, ie the band can be playing away, everybody dancing and suddenly CLICK – the sound goes off. This of course can be a bit of a dampener on the party! The problem is that they react to frequencies rather than volume (see question below) – so its not because the band are playing at a high volume.You need to check with the venue that you have booked whether they have a ‘sound limiter’ installed and inform us of this if you wish to book us.
Are they a problem?

They can be - sometimes the sound level settings on a limiter can be set very low which some may consider ‘dulls’ the atmosphere as the band wrestles with playing at the ‘determined’ volume. 

Recent guidelines suggest the rating is set at 90-92 db which is lower than the volume created by an unamplified saxophone - not that we use a saxophone!   

The microphone on the limiter assesses the total sound in the room....the music level, the sound of guests chatting, chairs scrapping, cutlery clicking on plates, a dropped glass or when everyone is singing along, having a good time then CLICK!...so check with the venue.
Do you need feeding?

The provision of food and refreshments is appreciated, but is not essential and is entirely at your discretion.  We like to know in advance so we can make our own arrangements to be fed and watered if necessary.

What will you wear?

This depends on the type of event we are performing at.  Our normal stage wear for parties and weddings is smart black outfits.  However we can be more formal  (e.g. dress suits) or less formal (e.g. carnival events) as the occasion requires.  We are happy to dress up for themed events or fancy dress parties.

Can I view the band before booking?

Unfortunately, as the vast majority of our bookings are private parties, it is rarely possible to view the band. We try to reassure our clients as much as possible with our testimonials and through our conversations with you. As we do around 70 weddings and parties a year, we are always happy to lend our experience and advice to make yours a special event. 

Are you insured?

Yes, we have full Public Liability insurance.  A copy of the insurance certificate is available on demand. Our equipment also complies with Portable Appliance Testing regulations and a copy of the PAT test certificate is available on request.

How much deposit do you require?

Bookings are confirmed by receipt of a £100 deposit and a signed contract with full details of the event. The balance is required one week before the booking if paying by bank transfer, or alternatively by cash or cheque on the day of the event. 

What happens if I cancel?

In the event of cancellation, the following cancellation fees will apply:

More than 8 weeks prior
         no cancellation fee

2 – 8 weeks prior


50% of fee required 

less than 2 weeks prior

Full fee required
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